
1



2

Welcome to Sixth Form
Choosing your Post-16 courses
The information contained in this booklet will hopefully help you choose the courses you will follow 
in Sixth Form. At this point in your school career you will need to carefully consider the options that 
are available to you. Take into consideration points such as:

•  Your career goals
•  Your skills and aptitudes
•  The qualifications you need in your future career

There will be plenty of help and advice for you along the way from a dedicated team of staff whose 
aim it is to ensure every pupil embarking on a course in Sixth Form achieves her full potential.

We wish you well as you begin thinking about the next important step in your school career.

Introduction to Sixth Form
Belfast Model School for Girls has a vibrant community of around 200 Sixth Form pupils. Both 
academic and vocational courses are on offer providing a curriculum that meets the individual 
needs of each pupil. All courses provide successful paths into university, college, further training 
or employment.

What does the Sixth Form offer you?

•  A broad range of courses in partnership with Belfast Boys’ Model school, Mercy College as   
   well as the wider North Belfast Area Learning Community
•  High quality teaching and learning 
•  Excellent grades
•  Pastoral support from a dedicated team of staff 
•  Careers guidance, university links and contact with employers
•  An interview with you and your parents before entering Sixth Form
•  An efficient EMA scheme
•  A caring ethos
•  Opportunities to play a leading role in school through the SVLT and the prefect body
•  State of the art facilities and resources
•  Study support and guidance 
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Entry Requirements - Year 13
Students wishing to obtain a place in Year 13 must complete an Options form prior to leaving school 
at the end of Year 12. We also hold information sessions during Year 12 to guide students through the 
Options process.

Year 12 students have had individual interviews with a designated member of the Senior Leadership Team 
following their Mock examination results.  If necessary a member of the SLT team may interview students 
following submission of their sixth form choices, to assess the suitability of the student’s course choices. 

A senior member of staff will interview the students to assess the suitability of the students’ course 
choices. Discussions with the Year Leader and Principal/SLT are held before a decision is taken. Conditional 
offers are made but final decisions can only be made once results are confirmed in August.

Applications are welcomed into Sixth Form from students in other schools.
Criteria will be applied in the following order.

1.     A student who meets the school’s requirements for Advanced Level or Vocational courses of 
        study                   
        - For entry into the 2 year programme –        

         - For entry into the 3 year Bridging Programme –

2.     Students who have most recently completed Year 12 in BMSG
3.     A student whose subject choices can be accommodated by BMSG
4.     Students whose attendance is above 92% (Mitigating circumstances will be considered in the    
        case of illness but must be supported by medical evidence. Such mitigating circumstances  
        must be provided in writing)

Year 13 students studying the 2 year advanced programme are expected to participate in COPE – 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.  As well as the Personal Development Programme.

By accepting a place in the Sixth form at BMSG you agree that you have read, understood and abide by the 
terms of the Sixth Form Learning Agreement.

A small number of students may be offered a place in Sixth Form for a probationary period. This may be 
offered for a variety of reasons and communicated to parents ahead of joining Sixth Form (i.e. in the last 
term of Year 12).

Admissions Process - Year 14
Our expectation is that students in Year 13 continue with their studies into Year 14 dependent on the entry 
requirements below.

•  All students wishing to continue into Year 14 must pass each of their Year 13 exams
•  Following results at the end of AS level students who have attained the required grade  will 
   be automatically offered a place in Year 14 to continue their study
•  Students who do not achieve will be supported regarding their options for further study
   but it may not be possible to offer a place in Year 14

Red pathway - 5 A* - C (incuding English and Maths)

Yellow pathway - 5 A* - C (without English and Maths)

Blue pathway - 5 A* - G grades at GCSE or equivalents
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Cache Diploma Criteria

•   Attendance must be 95% because significant time will be spent in placement
•   Students must have successfully completed the 1 year Cache course

3 Year Bridging Programme (progressing from Year 1 to Year 2)

•   Attendance must be 95%
•    Students must have successfully completed the Diploma in Administration and the relevant 
    units in year 1 of the Cambridge Nationals IT programme
•   Students must be willing to take further Level 3 courses to run alongside the completion of    
    the Cambridge National IT programme
•   Students should be aware that they can choose Level 3 courses from the yellow band

Improving GCSE Maths and English

•   Students who are also offered the opportunity to improve GCSE Maths and English must 
    attend all sessions and sit their examinations.

Please note: 
* If a situation arises where there are more pupils opting to study a particular subject than places 
the following criteria will be applied:  Students will be ranked in order according to their average 
GCSE points scores those with the highest average points scores will be offered places first in 
over subscribed subjects.

* If a situation arises where there are more GMS pupils opting to study a particular subject than 
places within the Area Learning Community a similar criteria may be applied by GMS or by the 
host school involved.  

* Department of Education Regulations stipulate a maximum class size of 23 in Post 16 Sciences.

* School Accomodation means we are unable to accomodate more than 24 students in an ICT 
class.
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Enrichment in Sixth Form
Sixth Form is a time of challenge and change for you. Your priority is school work but as well as 
working hard we want you to enjoy all activities that are available to you beyond the classroom. 
Make the most of all opportunities such as:

•   School productions

•   University visits

•   Orchestras, bands and choirs

•   Work experience

•   Charity events

•   Sports

•   Community work

•   Student Voice Leadership Team (SVLT)

•   Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE)

•   Sports Leadership
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Expectations

So what now?

We hope that your time in Sixth Form will be a fulfilling one.  We will certainly give you all the 
support you need.  In return we expect you to:

•  Act as a good role model
•  Comply with the school behaviour policy
•  Meet coursework and homework deadlines and attend all examinations both internal  and 
   external
•  Attend school every day and arrive punctually to every class
•  Behave responsibly in the Common Room, EVH and other study areas
•  Full co-operation during supervised study periods

•  Take time to look at the information about each of the courses on offer
•  Discuss your choices with your SLT mentor
•  You may have enjoyed a subject at GCSE and wish to take it further but it is important to 
remember 
   that there are differences between GCSE and A-Level.  Check with your teachers and read the 
   subject summeries to make sure you are clear about what you will be required to do
•  Consider the subjects you took on the Taster Day
•  The career you wish to follow may have subject specific requirements so check this out
•  Check entrance requirement to university courses - for example GCSE English and Mathematics 
    are essential requirements

Please take time to choose your courses wisely as it can be difficult to change once the new 
school year begins.  Also please remember that there is no guarantee that any subject or course 
will run in 2017/18.
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Level 3 courses

•  Art & Design
•  Business (BTEC National Extended Certificate in Business) 
•  English Literature
•  Geography*
•  Government & Politics*
•  Health & Social Care*
•  History
•  Hospitality*
•  Cambridge Technicals Level 3
•  Mathematics*
•  Media Studies*
•  Performing Arts
•  BTEC Public Services 
•  Religious Education
•  Science (DA)
•  Science (SA)
•  Sociology
 •  Spanish
•  Sports Studies
•  Technology & Design*

•  Travel & Tourism

* These subjects may be taught as part of the North Belfast Area Learing 
Community in Belfast Boys’ Model and/or Mercy College.  Schools delivering 
these subjects are subject to confirmation in August 2017.

*If you are considering a subject taught in another school, as part of the 
North Belfast Area Learning Community, please be advised that it is usually 
only possible to study one subject in a school which is not Belfast Model 
School for Girls.
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