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Introduction

Key Points relatings to KS4 Qualifications

Our focus at Key Stage 4 is to provide a curriculum for students which will provide them with the 
qualifications, experiences and success that they need to progress onto a wide range of further 
study, employment and other training destinations. 

Key Stage 4 is an exciting time for students in that this is the first time that there will be an element 
of choice in what they should study. It is also the first time that studies will inevitably lead to public 
examinations.

We hope that this information will help your daughter to make an informed choice in this stage of 
her school career. We want all students to find enjoyment in their Key Stage 4 studies and to reach 
their full potential.

With this in mind we have streamlined and individualised our Key Stage 4 Pathways into one of 
three, using the school colours blue, yellow and red.
 
Each Pathway may be different but each offers a curriculum that is broad and balanced as well as 
being challenging and achievable - a curriculum that is suited to each individual student’s abilities 
and interests and one that will maximise a student’s chance of success.

Information is included on subjects that comprise 

 •  The core curriculum – core subjects taken by all students
 •  The optional curriculum – optional subjects which students choose themselves.

In Years 11 and 12 students will take either GCSEs or Level 1 and 2 courses:

General Certificate of Education (GCSE)
GCSE subjects are awarded by grades A*- G in Northern Ireland OR by a numerical grading system 
9-1 in England and Wales.  Fuller information about the mapping of A*-G grades with numerical 
grades 9-1 can be found out at Parent Information Sessions.

Passes at GCSE range from A*-G however, most universities, colleges and employers treat grades 
A*-C as ‘good’ passes.

Level 1 and Level 2 courses
Level 1 courses are equivalent to GCSE grades D – G 
Level 1 courses if successfully completed can lead to Level 2 courses post 16
Level 2 courses are equivalent to GCSE grades A* - C
Level 2 courses if successfully completed can lead to Level 3 courses post-vv16 or A–Levels

Please note these courses carry GCSE equivalence and if successfully completed can lead to Level 3 courses 
at Post 16.
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Sixth Form Entry Criteria
It is important to remember that criteria is set for returning to school in Sixth Form.

For entry into the 2 year programme – 5A* - C grades at GCSE or equivalents
For entry into the 3 year Bridging programme – 5A* - G grades at GCSE or equivalents (with a view 
to moving into a 2 year Vocational A-Level programme after this first year)

Class Sizes
Department of Education regulations state a maximum number of students in the following Practical 
Subjects:

Science - 24 PE - 20 Technology and Design - 24
Art and Design - 20 Music - 24 Catering - 24

Please note -
If a situation arises where there are more students chooising to study a subject than places available due 
to DENI/class size regulation and/or classroom accomodation a selection criteria may have to be applied.  If 
this situation arises we will communicate this information to students at the earliest point possible.

Every attempt will be made to accomodate student’s first subject preferences.  However it may not always 
be possible due to matters beyond our control.  Therefore it is important to give careful consideration when 
choosing 2nd preference subjects.  

Information for students
This will be the first time you have chosen subjects to study and so you need to think carefully about your 
choices.  The information in this booklet and on the school website is to assist you in the process of choosing 
the most suitable courses for you. 

Try to keep the following points in mind.
• Your strengths
• Consider how you are doing in the subject – choose subjects you enjoy and do well in
• Consider your Year 10 examination results, what you achieved and how this compares to the range of 

marks achieved within the year group
• If you already do the subject ask your teacher about what grade you might hope to achieve at GCSE 

Level
• Think about what you want to do when you eventually leave school - find out what qualifications will 

be most useful to you for your future career
• Discuss possible choices with your parents
• Find out as much as you can about subjects before making your final decision, read carefully how a 

subject is assessed to consider if this type of assessment will suit your learning style – particularly if the 
subject is new to you

• Talk to older students about their experiences on different courses – did they make the correct choices? 
If not, why not?

• Ask for advice in school if there is something you are unsure about
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Do not choose a subject because
• You like the teacher who taught you at Key Stage 3
• You think it will be easy
• Your parents want you to do it but you don’t - come to a decision together
• Your friend is doing it
• It sounds good but you don’t know anything about it

Please think carefully about the choices you need to make.

Remember to complete and return your Options form by Monday 27th March 2017.  On this date you 
need to hand in this form to your Form Tutor during Form Time.

Important Additional Information

Core Subject ICT
Students will study either CCEA Digital Technology or OCR Cambridge National Certificate in ICT. 

Subject Involving Performance
If you are a performer in Music, Drama, Dance, or interested in production roles, there are two subjects you 
could consider, Music and/or Performing Arts:

 1. If you are a singer or you play an instrument you could study GCSE Music (see page on   
         GCSE Music).
 2. If you are a dancer/actor and interested in backstage production roles (stage management/  
                  sound/lighting) you could choose AQA Technical Award in Performing Arts (see page on   
                  Performing Arts).

GCSE English Literature
This subject is taught alongside English Language and is available to students who are in the red option 
group and who have shown aptitude in Literature during their KS3 English studies. Decisions regarding 
those students who will be successful studying English Literature are made using academic performance 
data and in consultation with Mrs Green, Curriculum Leader of English.
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