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Belfast Model School for Girls


Achievement for All

To be reviewed:  March 2018 

Rationale

The Belfast Model School for Girls is committed to providing all students with the opportunity to progress from Key Stage 4 to an appropriate Sixth Form pathway.  The post-16 curriculum is broad, balanced and flexible, allowing students to deepen their knowledge and understanding as well as developing skills which will be important for life beyond school.  The post-16 curriculum adapts to changing curricular opportunities and strives to be informed by Labour Market Information, to ensure provision is relevant and gives way to further education and employment opportunities.   Students will have the opportunity to learn in a student-centred, challenging and supportive environment in order that they may experience satisfaction, success and reach their full potential.

Purposes 

· To ensure that students have access to post-16 courses that meet their interests, needs, aptitudes and will maximise their chances of future success.

· To afford students with the opportunity to be well informed and equipped for life beyond school by providing careers guidance and support so students can progress onto employment and/or  further training and education.  

· To enable the young people to learn effectively, collaboratively and independently.

Guidelines

· Student and parent/carer events take place in Year 12 aimed at supporting and guiding students and families towards making informed decisions about this next important stage.

· Sixth Form Pathways are distinct and individualised, informed by both academic and pastoral data to ensure students have access to the right courses which will secure their future success. 

· There are three distinct pathways available to students ensuring continuity and progression from KS4 to beyond Sixth Form.  Pathways are colour coded using school colours, Red, Yellow and Blue.

· Students have free choice within their individualised pathway and timetable blocks are built on the basis of student choices.

· At Sixth Form level we operate a Learning Consortium with Belfast Boys’ Model School and Mercy College in order to maximise the breadth of student choice.  Also we are part of the North Belfast Learning Community Common Block which gives students access to a wider subject choice across a variety of North Belfast post- primary schools.

· A-Level/Level 3 post-16 courses are for a duration of 2 years 

· 3 Year Bridging Programme is for a duration of 3 years

· Once the KS5 Options Process is launched a KS5 Curriculum Guide containing important information relating to Sixth Form, Entry Requirements, Pathways and subject details will be made available online for students and parents/carers.  

· Once students complete and return post-16 option forms, provisional offers are made to students pending confirmation in August following GCSE results and meeting of Belfast Model School for Girls’ Entry Criteria. 

· Decisions about the post-16 curriculum are made on the basis of student choices,
student numbers, staffing, timetabling and government policy. There is no guarantee that any    subject will be offered in a particular year.   

· Whilst we endeavour to accommodate all student choices, it may at times not be possible due to circumstances beyond our control.

· Please note that we must adhere to recent Department of Education Regulations relating to maximum class sizes in practical subjects (see Circular 2016/11 Appendix 1)
· Whilst it is rare, if a situation occurs were there are more students opting to study a particular subject than places available a selection criteria may be applied.  Please consult the KS5 Curriculum Guide, updated yearly, for selection criteria in use for the current year.

· If a situation arises were there are more students opting to study a particular subject provided by a partner school through the North Belfast Learning Community, then a selection criteria may be applied by Belfast Model School for Girls or by the Host School.  The selection criteria used will be shared with students and parents/carers.
Entry into YEAR 13

Please note Belfast Model School for Girls’ Sixth Form has a maximum student capacity set by Department of Education Northern Ireland

Places in Belfast Model School for Girls’ Sixth Form are subject to meeting of the following entry criteria. Entry criteria is based upon, KS4 Attainment, Attendance and Attitude to Learning. 

KS4 Attainment

For entry into the 2 year programme:

Red pathway= 5 A* - C (including English and Maths) 
Yellow pathway= 5 A* - C (without English and Maths)
For entry into the 3 year Bridging Programme: 
Blue pathway= 5 A* - G grades at GCSE or equivalents
Attendance

Students whose attendance is above 92% (Mitigating circumstances will be considered in the 

case of illness but must be supported by medical evidence. Such mitigating circumstances 

must be provided in writing)

Attitude to Learning

Satisfactory reports in relation to Behaviour, Attitude to Learning and Homework

Also please note:

Students who are also offered the opportunity to improve/gain a Level 2 qualification in Maths and/or English must be aware that attendance at all sessions and completing these examinations is obligatory.
Year 13 students accessing the 2 year advanced programme are expected to participate in enrichment programmes and leadership opportunities on offer.

New Students

Students from other schools applying to enter Belfast Model School from Girls are welcomed.  They must be able to fulfil the entry criteria above pertaining to KS4 Attainment, Attendance and Attitude to Learning.  

Places will be offered if available within our admission numbers.  Year 12 students from Belfast Model School for Girls, who have met the entry criteria, will have first preference if admissions are oversubscribed.

As part of the entry process students need to make an appointment to attend an interview.  

The following documentation is required at the interview 

1. Qualification certificates and birth certificate

2. Copies of two most recent school reports

3. Written reference from  previous school, commenting on academic ability, attendance and attitude to learning

(Written reference must be from a Year Leader and counter signed by a Vice Principal/Principal)
Progressing from Year 1 to Year 2 of the 3 Year Bridging Programme

Attainment 

Successful completion of the courses that student has studied in Year 1 

Attendance 

Attendance must be 95% (Mitigating circumstances will be considered in the 
case of illness but must be supported by medical evidence. Such mitigating circumstances 

must be provided in writing)

Attitude to Learning

Satisfactory reports in relation to Behaviour, Attitude to Learning and Homework

Also please note:

Students must be willing to take further Level 3 courses to run alongside the completion of 

the Cambridge National IT programme and submit subject choice applications before the end

of Year 13 .

Students should be aware that they can choose Level 3 courses from the yellow pathway

Students applying to progress onto the Level 3 CACHE Diploma in Year 2 must have successfully completed Level 2 CACHE Certificate in Year 1.
If students have been offered the opportunity to improve/gain a Level 2 qualification in English and/or Maths, sessions must have been attended and examinations must have been completed.

By accepting a place in the Sixth form at Belfast Model School for Girls you agree that you have read, understood and abide by the terms of the Sixth Form Contract.

A small number of students may be offered a place in Sixth Form for a probationary period. This may be offered for a variety of reasons and communicated to parents ahead of joining Sixth Form.  In this instance details of conditions of probationary periods will be communicated to and agreed by students and parents/carers.

Progressing from Year 2 to Year 3 of the 3 Year Bridging Programme

Attainment 

Successful completion of the courses that student has studied in Year 2 

Attendance 

Attendance must be 95% (Mitigating circumstances will be considered in the 
case of illness but must be supported by medical evidence. Such mitigating circumstances 

must be provided in writing)

Attitude to Learning

Satisfactory reports in relation to Behaviour, Attitude to Learning and Homework

Progressing to Year 14
Our expectation is that students in Year 13 continue with their chosen pathway into Year 14 until completion at the end of Year 14, dependent on the entry requirements below.  

Attainment

Students wishing to continue into Year 14 must be in receipt of a minimum of 3 grade Es or a minimum of 3 pass grades for coursework subjects

Attendance 

Attendance must be 95% (Mitigating circumstances will be considered in the 
case of illness but must be supported by medical evidence. Such mitigating circumstances 

must be provided in writing)

Attitude to Learning

Satisfactory reports in relation to Behaviour, Attitude to Learning and Homework

Also please note:

If a situation arises were a student wishes to make changes to their chosen pathway in Year 14, an appointment must be made with the Head of Sixth Form.  Please note that changes at this time are not advisable will only be considered due to extenuating circumstances.
If we are unable to offer students a place in Year 14 students will be supported regarding their options for further study.

Please note that all final decisions are at the discretion of the Principal and Board of Governors.
These policy Guidelines are translated into action through other policies and   

procedures, for example:

Curriculum Policy





Behaviour Management Policy

Attendance Policy





Appendix 1 

Excerp (pg 5) from Circular Number 2016/11 relating to class sizes in Practical Subjects 

	Subject: 
CLASS SIZES IN POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS - PRACTICAL SUBJECTS (as well as other subjects that include a practical activity). 
	Circular Number: 
2016/11 

Date of Issue: 
22 July 2016 

	
	


3. The maximum class sizes for all six practical subjects are set out below: 

Practical Subject Year Max Number of Pupils 
Science (see Note 1) 

8-10 26 

11-12 24 

13-14 20 

Art & Design (see Note 1) 

8-10 26 

11-14 20 

PE (see Note 2) 
(Gymnasium and Assembly Halls) 

8-10 25 

11-14 20 

(Playing Pitches and Sports Halls) All years 30 

Music 

8-10 26 

11-12 24 

13-14 20 

Technology and Design 

8-10 26 

11-12 24 

13-14 20 

Home Economics 

8-10 26 

11-12 24 

13-14 20

Sixth Form Entry Policy








